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A Keydatesto remember.
A How to getmore information andassistance.
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Background

The Food Security Act was enactedDecember
23, 1985. Title XIlI dthis Actintroduced?
conservation provision® address environmental
concernsassociated with soegrosion andvetland
conversion:

AHighly Erodible Land (HEL)nservation, or
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Background continued

PurposeThe purpose of the provisionsto remove
certain incentives for persons to produce agricultural
commodities on highly erodible land or converted
wetland and to thereby

(1) Reduce soill loss due to wind and water erosion;

(2) Protect the Nation's lontgrm capability to produce
food and fiber;

(3) Reduce sedimentation and improve water quality; anc

(4) Assist in preserving the values, acreage, and function
of the Nation's wetlands.






Working Together

FSA, NRCS and RMA are working
together to implement the provisions
of the 2014 Farm BIll linking crop
Insurance premium subsidy to
HELC/WC Compliance




Impact of 2014 Farm Bill

All persons seeking any premium subsidy, regardless of
crops grown or insured, must certify compliance:

A Current FSA or NRCS program participants are subject
to conservation compliance and not impacted by linking
eligibility for premium subsidy to conservation
compliance

A Persons new to compliance will be provided additional
time to come into compliance

A Persons not in compliance can still buy crop insurance
but will not be eligible for premium subsidy



New and Specific to Crop Insurance
ONLY

A Administratively Final Determination (AFD)

A Reinsurance year (JulyJiine 30)

A February 7, 2014 (Agriculture Act of 2014,
signed)

A Firsttime filer

A Crop insurance premium assistance (subsidy)

A Timely evaluation

A Equitable contribution




Certification of Compliance

A The AD-1026 is the form for producers to certify
compliance

A To be eligible for the crop insurance premium subsidy for
the next reinsurance year (beginning July 1, 2015)
producers must have an AD-1026 on file certifying their
HELC/WC compliance by

June 1, 2015




Filing AD1026

Who has to fil&
A Anyone requesting benefits
A Affiliated persons witdarming interests

When do they fil&
A Before eligible for payment/benefit

A For premium subsidy, June 1 before the
reinsurance year

. o =
Continuous certification k :
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New Version of AfD026 and
AD-1026 Appendix

A Revised versions issued October 30, 2014

A Any previously filed version of ATD26
remains validf no changes to answers and

no violation

A No requirement to provide producers new
version of ABL026 Appendix until new AD
1026 filed

11



AD-1026 and AEL026 Appendix
(10-30-14)

Reasons for Changes:

A Accommodate needs of broader range o
producers who are required to provide
certification of compliance with HELC/W
provisions

A Provide additional clarity

Note: No substantive change for FSA and NRCS customers.
12



Wetland Conservation Compliance

For Wetland Conservation Compliance, a producer is certifying they
will NOT:

(1) Convera wetland by draining, dredging, filling, leveling, removing
woody vegetation, or any othexctivity thatresults in impairing or
reducing the flow and circulation of water in a way that would allow
the planting of an agricultural commodity.

(2) NOTto use proceeds from any FSA farm loan, insured or
guaranteed, or any USDA cadtare program, in suchwaythat

might result in negative impacts to a wetland, except for those projects
evaluated and approved by NRCS.
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Highly Erodible Land Conservation
Compliance

For Highly Erodible Land Compliance a producer agree
that they will not plantor produce an agricultural
commodity on highly erodibl@ndunlessit is farmed

In accordancavith a conservatiomlanapproved by
NRCS.
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Reporting Activities on Form AID26

A Producers mushotify FSAand update FornAD-1026
If conducting activities that may affect their
certification.

A FSAwill subsequently notify NRCS and NRCS will
providehighly erodible land or wetland technical
determinations or a conservation plan if needed

A FSA will delineate the specific field requiring a highly
erodible land determination

A FSA will mark the specific wetland areas for determination

A NRCS will use the appropriate methods to complete
the determination referred by FSA.
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Form ADB1026

A AD-1026 was modified to incorporate the new provisions relating to
crop insurance. A checkbox was added for producers to indicate
IKSeé& NS GyS¢ (G2 O2YLIX Al yOS¢od

A Producers new to compliance will need to have HEL determination:s
for their land if producing ag commodities for the year of
certification.

A Wetland determinations may be needed if the producer indicates
that modifying drainage systems is planned or if new drainage
systems are planned to be installed.

A AD-1026 is a continuous certification and only needs to be updated
or revised when the producer plans to take an action that will affect
how the questions are answered.
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Overview of AEL026

Thisform is available electronically. (See Page 2 for Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Statements)
AD-1026 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(10-30-14) FarmServiceAgency
HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND CONSERVATION (HELC) AND
WETLAND CONSERVATION (WC) CERTIFICATION
Read attached AD-1026 Appendix before completing form
PART A - BASIC INFORMATION

Name of Producer 2. Tax Identification Number (Last 4 digits)
N B 3 ble.

Affiliated persons with farming interests must also file an AD-1026. See Iltem 7 in the Appendix for a definition of an affiliated person.

5. Check one of these boxes if the statement applies ; otherwise continue to Part B.
The producer in Part A does not have interest in land devoted to agriculture. Examples include bee keepers who place their hives on another
person’s land, producers of crops grown in greenhouses, and producers of aquaculture AND these producers do not own/lease any agricultural
land themselves. Note: Do not check this box if the producer shares in a crop.

B. D The producer in Part A meets all three of the following:
« does not participate in any USDA program that is subject to HELC and WC compliance except Federal Crop Insurance.
« only has interest in land devoted to agriculturewhich is exclusively used for perennial crops, except sugarcane, and
« has not converted a wetland after February 7, 2014.
Perennial crops include, but are not limited to, tree fruit, free nuts, grapes, olives, native pasture and perennial forage. A producer that produces alfalfa
should contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service at the nearest USDA Service Center to determine whether such production qualifies as
production of a perennial crop.

Note: If eitherbox is checked, and the producer in Part A does not participate in Farm Service Agency (FSA) orNatural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) programs, the full tax identification number of the producer must be provided, but establishment of detailed farm records with FSA is not
required. Go to Part D and sign and date.

PART B - HELC/WC COMPLIANCE QUESTIONS

Indicate YES or NO to each question.
If you are unsure of whether a HEL determination, wetland determination, or NRCS evaluation has been completed, contact your local
USDA Service Center.

A. Createnew drainage systems, conductland leveling, filing, dredging, land clearing, or excavation that has NOT been evaluated
by NRCS? If “YES”, indicate the year(:

C. Maintain an existing dranagesyswm that has NOT been evaluated by NRCS? If "YES", indi s):

Note: Maintenance is the repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of the capacity of existing drainage systems to allow for the
continued use of wetlands currently in agricultural production and the continued management of other areas as they
were used before December 23, 1985. This allows a person to reconstruct or maintain the capacity of the original
system or install a replacement system that is more durable or will realize lower maintenance or costs

t be completed to authonze Ni o LCMC a
checked for ltem 7C, NRCS does not have to conduct a cel

8. Check one or both boxes, if applicable; otherwise. continue to Part C or D.

A D Check this box only if the producer in Part A has FCIC reinsured crop insurance and filing this form represents the first time the producer in
Part A, including any affiliated person, has been subject to HELCand WC provisions.

B. D Check this box if either of the following applies to the producerand crop year entered in Part A:
+ Isatenant on a farm that isiill not be in compliance with HELC and WC provisions because the landlord refuses to allow compliance, butall
other farms not associated with that landlord are in compliance. (AD-10268B, Tenant Exemption Request must be completed).
« Isalandlord of a fam that is#vill not be in compliance with HELC and WC provisions because of a violation by the tenant on that famn, but all
other fams not associated with that tenant are in compliance. (AD-1026C. Landlord or Landowner Exemption Request must be completed).

PART C - ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
9. If "YES" was checked in Item 6 or 7, provide the following information for the land to which the answer applies:

A.  Fam and/or tract/ield number:
& Fam Service Agency al e near

Activity:
Current land use (specify crops):
County:
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AD-1026, Part A



